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OIL ACTIVITY 
 

Statistical Information 

 
Tax Allocations (in Millions) 

 

 

 

Biennium 
to Date 

Jan 31, 2017 

Political subs $    418.3 

Tribes 161.0 

Legacy fund 606.8 

General fund 251.1 

Education funds 180.9 

Resources trust fund 177.0 

Oil and gas impact fund 52.4 

Tax relief fund 300.0 

Other allocations 36.3 

Total $ 2,183.8 

  Dec 
2016 

Nov 
2016 

Oct 
2016 

Actual average 
price per barrel $43.94 $38.38 $43.01 

Production 
(barrels/day) 942,455 1,034,484 1,043,693 

Drilling permits 35 76 82 

Producing 
wells 

13,337 13,520 13,458 

Rig count 40 37 33 

 In January 2017 the United Health Foundation 
issued its 27th “America’s Health Rankings Annual 
Report”. The Foundation used twenty-six core measures 
and twenty-five supplemental measures in five broad 
categories—behaviors, community and environment, 
policy, clinical care, and outcomes. Along with an overall 
score, each state was also scored in two frameworks—
determinants, which uses the first four categories, and 
outcomes. A good score in determinants would mean 
that a state is working for positive future results while a 
good score in outcomes indicates how well a state is 
doing currently. North Dakota ranked thirteenth in 
determinants and fifth in outcomes to achieve a ranking 
of eleventh overall which enabled it to join 25 other 
states with a score higher than the national score. 
 The report emphasizes positive developments as 
well as challenges to health 
gains on the national level. 
Positive developments include: 

 The prevalence of 
smoking has declined 41 
percent since 1990 and 
17 percent over the last 
four years. 

 The rate of preventable 
hospitalizations among 
Medicare enrollees has 
declined 35 percent over 
the last decade and 13 
percent in the last year. 

 The uninsured population 

declined 35 percent over 
the last five years and is 
now at its lowest point in 
history. 

Challenges to “hard-won” health gains include: 

 For the first time in the report’s history, the 
cardiovascular death rate has increased. 

 The rate of drug deaths has increased 9 percent 

in the last five years and 4 percent in the last 
year. 

 Premature death, or the years of potential life lost 
before age 75, increased for the second year in a 
row. 

 The prevalence of obesity has increased 157 
percent since the rankings were first issued in 
1990. 

 The map below, from the United Health Foundation, 
shows the ranking of each state:   
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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VARIANCES  
(Compared to November 2016 
Revised Forecast) 
 

January 2017 revenues totaled 
$193.7 million, which is $20.9 
million, or 9.8 percent below 
forecast. The biennium-to-date 
revenues of $3.44 billion are $35.8 
million, or 1.0 percent, lower than 
projected. When transfers from the 
tax relief fund are excluded, 2015-
17 revenues to date are tracking 
28.8 percent behind the same time 
period in the 2013-15 biennium. 
Significant monthly variances are 
as follows:  

 Sales tax collections of $79.6 
million were $40.7 million, or 
33.8 percent, less than 
anticipated for the month. 
Biennium-to-date revenues are 
3.6 percent below forecast and 
29.6 percent less than the 
same time period in the 2013-
15 biennium.  

 Individual income tax 
collections totaling $51.9 million 
were $13.4 million, or 34.8 
percent, above the monthly 
projection due to strong 
withholding, estimated 
payments, and payments made 
with tax returns. Biennium to 
date collections of $528.3 
million are $16.5 million, or 3.2 
percent, above the forecast. 
Tax rate reductions and 

sizeable reductions in taxable 
royalty payments along with 
reduced employment in the oil 
fields resulted in biennium to 
date collections that were 30.2 
percent lower than the same 
time period in the 2013-15 
biennium. 

 Corporate income tax 
collections of $6.6 million were 
$2.0 million, or 42.3 percent, 
above the monthly projection, 
due to strong estimated 
payments. Biennium to date 
collections are 5.2 percent 
below forecast and 63.9 
percent lower than the same 
time period in the 2013-15 
biennium. 

 Oil and gas taxes were $3.5 
million lower than the monthly 
forecast. However, for purposes 
of this report, oil tax forecast 
amounts are shown as being 
equal to actual collections. For 
the biennium in total, the 
general fund share of oil taxes 
is limited to no more than 
$300.0 million. Monthly 
variances affect the time frame 
during which the general fund 
receives its share of oil taxes, 
but does not impact the total 
biennial collections. 

 


